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! f\\f 13—14. Balak had first taken him to the 7937 mm3, now he
led him te— "01% T and when here too his purpose became changed
into its very contrary he tried to obtain it down from nypa wNY (V.28).
If we compare the names of these three places to each other and to the:
speeches which Balak had to hear from them as the answer to his desire,
then it is evident that with each of these places, and with the change
from one to the other Balak must have waated to present Balaam with!
a special point of view from which he was to try to arrive at laying the!
curse on the people, and therefore after the failure of each attempt he!
always tricd to change the point of view. : i

{ / p) Y93, oD%, Nyb, these would well be the three mightiest powers:

LG

which, in the opinion of a Balak, would decide the weal or woe of nations. -

y3. Baal appears as the most popular god of the Canaanites the’
highest power of Nature under whose influence all physical prosperity and:
the flourishing of material well-being stood. According to Avoda Zara
Jerushalmi IILG, "1 11 nbws pv 9 92 #mw 39 the sign by which he was
represented was identical with the phallus, the symbol of generative power
in nature (also the name and conception 9y3, %y, ‘phal’ could be identical).
The first condition for 2 national future was, according to Balak’s way of
thinking, the favour of "Baal”, the favour of the force of nature which
decides over material growth and decay, and by leading Balaam to the
Heights of Baal he posed the question: In what relation does this nation
stand regarding the material factor of its life in the_favour of the god

who has power to direct it, can it not be impeded in its prosperity in that
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' direction? After Balaam had answered this question in the negative because

an M9y and 0Y*37” greatness granted under Baal's influence did not count
at all in the basic conditions for Jewish national existence, Balak led him
v 0% AT to the "Field of Seers and Watchmen™ and there took him
up to the top of the hillock. The second condition seemed to him to be
intelligence, the nation to be posséssed of mental spiritual gifts, to have

L

the Seers he posed the question to Balaam: How does this nation stand
{ { towards having the gifts which can decide the fate of nations, the spiritual

pifts of insight, foresight, knowledge of the future, powers of magic that

can force fate? Do these, the Y side offer any flaw which could admit

4 weakening of its future? And again he builds seven altars, and in "9

and PR offerings directs the question to the One Invisible Divinity up above
(& Who judges the "acts™ and decides the “fate” of mortals.

—

V. 28. From 7937 mp3 and B 77w, from the standpoint of
the physical material, and from the standpoint of the godly spiritual, Israel
had been shown to be untouchable by Balak. But a nation can be blessed
with all physical and spiritual gifts and yet be irrevocably hastening to
its ruin. Providence can shower on it all the treasures which heaven -has
{p to give, with all physical and spiritual riches, and the nation can be
nutturing a worm that cats away from its inside_which turns_all the bles- i
sings into the reverse, and finally makes it not only unworthy but _i_g__:lpﬂ})l&l
of receiving and keeping blessings, and the name of the cancer is tmmorality,
shameless giving onesclf up to dissolute debauchery. ' Coe |

S0 that after 5y35 mna and 207 A7 had made Balak ook i vain for!
a weak spot in the hated nation, he said: "3 K3 797 (cf, V.13 " w0 17),;
“I would still like to make one further attempt, so do come and let yourself’
be brought to another point of view, there can still be another from where
perhaps God Himself would allow a cursc to be cast against the people.”
And be took him to the point where he could look down over the waste
of “deificd Shamelessness”, for that is "Peor”, a cult which turns the most
animal side of human functions towards the gods, and says to Man:
Why do you dream of decency and modesty and a higher calliag, "your
own alimentary system shows that you are no better and destgned ta_no
higher calling than an animal. Hereby Balak posed the question: How
does the nation stand with regacds to decency and modesty and to sexual
putity of morals in which finally the strength and floutishing of all nations,
have their root. i

Not without reason is the saying of the sages in 77"n: 992 0 99:1
WO THRY TEIT 9297 AnY KO3 VMK Twal AW DYYIn N unl %y bmop |
LMW T 73 PO0 1T PN oWpIRT DR 0N 1AM 0%p0hiR DR ORI S0 T l‘
v, Balak was even more deeply initiated in the arts of magic and omens |
than Balaam who let himself be led about like a blind man. They a/r_e_‘i
like two men who wish to perform an operation. One of them has the
%l instruments but has no knowledge of anatomy, the other has the knowledge
but has no instcuments. Thus Balaam let Balak show him the place where

to make the incision of his words.

mupTwow R PEN TEW A%
mbTT DA IR DTS MRE
DTE  Owe DUYROIX DTS 1M
9% XIPM NFYIRG 1Y) 401D V1N
AT WAD DRERDTED BUDIY (D
“TORT TR ANTR. IBTATS S°2 MR
b2 by XM X0 IR N0 hTay
BT AV YA Ay B 1aaD
ATIRSD WY AT TG OTNTY 4T ’eN
‘?’1-’1'{_5-1’13 mart X730 T envang
Y I TE 35 T P 238
FI5M) M1y MYaY 13790 K7, ¢ APIYD

e e PR
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clever gifted men, seers who could seek the advice of the gods, look into |
the future, see events before they happen and empowered with mastering
powers of claitvoyance and astrology. And taking him ‘to the Field of
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